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Juristic Subject Analysis of the Time of Ensoulment of the Fetus
in Religious Texts!

Ammar Nasrollahi Nia 2

Abstract

Accurate identification of the legal subject constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of
ijtihad (independentjuristicreasoning) and the derivation of Islamiclegal rulings, since every
legal ruling is predicated upon a clearly established subject. Any ambiguity in identifying
the subject may therefore result in errors in both legal reasoning and implementation. The
juristic subject-analysis of the time of nafkh al-rih (ensoulment—the moment at which the
soul is breathed into the fetus according to Islamic theological and juristic discourse) seeks
to establish a clear framework for addressing contemporary legal questions by precisely
defining the stage at which the soul enters the fetus, examining the relevant juristic criteria,
and analyzing their relationship to legal rulings. Such research contributes not only to a
deeper understanding of juristic foundations but also provides a solid basis for legal
and ethical policymaking concerning fetal life in Muslim societies. The Qur’an refers to
ensoulment only in general terms and does not specify the gestational age at which the soul
is breathed into the fetus. The narrations provide considerably greater detail, and several
reports—particularly those found in the chapter on diyah (financial compensation for bodily
injury or homicide)—identify indicators of the timing of ensoulment. In addition to the
temporal indicator of four months of gestation, the narrations refer to biological indicators
such as the completion and proportioning of bodily limbs, the emergence of hearing and
sight, and the formation of the fetus's physical features.

Keywords: SFetus, soul, ensoulment, wuliij (entry of the soul), subject-analysis, four months,
temporal and biological indicators.

1. This article is derived from the research project entitled “Jurisprudential Subject Identification of
the Stages of the Fetus,” conducted and authored by the researcher at the Center for Subject-Matter
Study of Jurisprudential Rulings.

2. Senior Instructor of Advanced Levels, Qom Seminary, Qom, Iran. nasramar229@gmail.com.
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