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Examining the Subject Dimensions of Hadd and Ta‘zir Flogging

Hossein Farhudi1

Abstract

Flogging is among the oldest instruments of punishment and discipline, having
played a significant role throughout human history in the social, cultural, and legal
development of various societies. Previous studies have largely focused on the linguistic
meanings and textual usage of flogging in religious and literary sources, while paying
comparatively little attention to its structural characteristics and practical applications.

This article presents a comprehensive analysis of flogging by examining its linguistic
and technical meanings, its various forms, its physical characteristics, and its historical,
cultural, and legal functions. The findings demonstrate that flogging served not only as
a penal instrument but also as a symbol of authority and power in different societies.

Historical forms of the whip—including mikhfaqah, dirrah, sabibah, and al-
Asbahi—possessed distinct structural characteristics and practical functions. Factors
such as material, length, width, and weaving technique significantly influenced their
use. Across different societies, flogging fulfilled a wide range of purposes, from religious
and legal punishment to social control and even entertainment.

In Islamic jurisprudence, flogging is classified into hadd flogging (fixed corporal
punishment prescribed by divine law) and tazir flogging (discretionary corporal
punishment determined by judicial authority), each governed by its own legal
conditions. Modern legal reforms have substantially restricted the use of flogging
and have increasingly emphasized alternative sanctions such as monetary fines and
community service.

By providing a comprehensive analysis, this study contributes to understanding the
historical and cultural role of flogging while offering a foundation for comparative legal
studies and legal reform.

Keywords: Hadd flogging, ta‘zir flogging, jald (corporal flogging), sawt (whip),

punishment.
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