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Juristic Subject Analysis of Civilizational Jihad

Abbas Ka‘binasab!

Sayyed Ali Monajjem2

Abstract

Jihad, in its broad sense, constitutes one of the most significant chapters of Islamic
jurisprudence. However, its traditional conceptual structure has not been sufficiently
aligned with contemporary social, political, and customary developments, creating
the need for a transformative reassessment of this field. This article seeks to
demonstrate, while remaining within the classical methodology of figh-i jawahir1 (the
traditional Imami juristic method associated with Jawahir al-Kalam), that Islamic
jurisprudence possesses the capacity to accommodate contemporary social and
political realities. Linguistically, jihad signifies striving and exerting effort toward an
important objective. Accordingly, its application extends beyond military warfare to
forms such as financial, scientific, and security-related striving. From this perspective,
a redefinition of jihad becomes necessary. Employing a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study proposes the new concept of jihad-i tamadduni (civilizational
jihad), an integrated concept combining jihad and civilization. This concept expresses
the idea that when jihad is realized in accordance with Shari‘ah principles and the
demands of the age, it becomes a force for civilization-building. The study argues that
jihad in all its dimensions contributes to the creation of civilization, while civilization
itself represents the outcome of jihad. The scope of civilizational jihad is therefore
not confined to military battlefields but encompasses diverse aspects of collective
life, economy, science, family, security, and society.

Keywords: Jihad, civilization, civilizational jihad, sabil Allah (the path of God),
juristic subject-analysis.
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