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Juristic Subject Analysis of Tashabbuh (Imitation), with Special Refer-
ence to Tashabbuh bi-I-Kuffar (Imitation of Non-Muslims) in Hadiths

Hossein Mahdizadeh !

Abstract

The relationship between a legal subject and its corresponding ruling is
one of cause and effect. Accordingly, identifying the subject and determining its
nature plays a decisive role in deriving correct legal rulings. Recognizing this
necessity, the present study examines the juristic subject-analysis of tashabbuh
(imitation or resemblance), with particular emphasis on the composite legal
subject of tashabbuh bi-l-kuffar (imitation of non-Muslims). Linguistically,
tashabbuh denotes resemblance or similarity, while in juristic usage it refers to
following or imitating non-Muslims in elements of their way of life. Numerous
narrations found in both Sunni and Shisources explicitly—or through analogous
expressions—prohibit resembling non-Muslims. Employing an integrated
descriptive-analytical and inferential methodology, the study demonstrates that
tashabbuh in the hadiths encompasses multiple categories and typical instances,
including positive and negative imitation, outward and inward imitation,
comprehensive and partial imitation, and intentional and unintentional imitation.
Furthermore, the legal qualifications derived from the narrations indicate that
the legal subject of prohibited tashabbuh is confined to distinctive and currently
exclusive outward symbols of non-Muslims. The underlying rationale expressed
in the narrations also suggests that tashabbuh functions as an ‘unwan tariqi (an
indicative legal designation whose legal force derives from the underlying reality
it points to rather than constituting an independent legal cause), pointing toward
misguidance; thus, misguidance itself constitutes the true legal subject.

Keywords: Juristic subject-analysis, tashabbubh, tashabbuh bi-l-kuffar, ziyy
(distinctive appearance), symbols of non-Muslims.

1. Researcher and Member of the Research Group on the Jurisprudence of Society and Culture, Ahl al-
Bayt Jurisprudential Center, Qom, Iran. hmahdil23@gmail.com.
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