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Jurisprudential Subject Identification of Fetal Stages Prior to Ensoul-
ment in Religious Texts!

Ammar Nasrollahinia 2

Abstract

The fetus undergoes various stages of creation within the mother’s womb,
gradually transforming from a fertilized multicellular entity into a fully developed
fetus possessing a soul and life. This evolutionary cycle, prior to reaching the moment
of ensoulment, consists of five stages: “sperm-drop” (nutfa), “clinging clot” (‘alaqa),
“chewed-like lump” (mudgha), “bones”, and “clothing with flesh.” In various chapters
of jurisprudence (such as purity, marriage, divorce, and compensation/blood
money), specific rulings and consequences are established for each of these stages.
Regarding the discovery of the criterion for identifying the subject of “fetal stages,”
there are two perspectives: the devotional (ta‘abbudi) and the customary (‘urfi). One
is based on devotion to the narrations and considering a combined chronological-
biological criterion, while the other is based on custom and the mere observation
of ontological and biological characteristics. By reinforcing the first perspective (the
chronological-biological criterion), it can be argued that, based on narrations, there
are two criteria for determining the stages of fetal development. The first criterion is
the timing of the fetal stages, according to which the interval between the first three
stages (nutfa, ‘alaqa, mudgha) is set at forty days. The second criterion consists of
the biological characteristics described across all three stages of growth. However,
because a specific time frame is not explicitly stated for the “bone” and “flesh” stages,
utilizing structural-biological characteristics based on narrations in these two stages
makes the investigation of this subject highly significant. A correct and appropriate
analysis of the various stages of fetal development can be instrumental in the process
of deducing the prescriptive and declarative rulings related to the fetus and providing
judicial rulings in this domain—a critical issue that has scarcely been elucidated and
explained until now.

Keywords: Jurisprudential Subject Identification, Fetal Stages, Sperm-drop,
Clinging Clot, Chewed-like Lump, Bones, Flesh.

1. This article is derived from the research project entitled “Jurisprudential Subject Identification of the
Stages of the Fetus,” conducted and authored by the researcher at the Center for Subject-Matter Study
of Jurisprudential Rulings.
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