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The Foundations and Methodology of ‘Allama Hillt in Analyzing the
Subjects of Devotional Jurisprudence in the Book Muntaha al-Matlab

Yaser Khani Yadegari |

Seyyed Mohammad Hasan Hakim 2

Abstract

A fundamental prerequisite for addressing the emerging issues and
needs of human societies is achieving an accurate understanding of subjects
based on the authentic traditions of Shi‘a jurisprudence. Achieving this
goal requires a precise recognition of the Imam jurists’ methodology in the
process of identifying the subjects of jurisprudential rulings—an area that
has not received adequate attention thus far. The present research, utilizing
a library-based approach and focusing on the invaluable work Muntaha al-
Matlab, investigates the methodology of identifying the subjects of devotional
jurisprudence from the perspective of ‘Allama Hilll. In the first step of the
article, ‘Allama’s explicit theoretical statements are extracted within the
framework of intellectual foundations, principles, and rules governing subject
identification. In the second step, based on these frameworks, a comparative
analysis of practical examples is presented. The findings reveal that “Allama
Hilli, relying on methodological, argumentative, and principled foundations,
has presented a coherent model for identifying jurisprudential subjects. In this
model, by relying on certain knowledge and avoiding reference to unknowns,
paying attention to the typology of subjects, determining the authority
responsible for identifying subjects, elucidating the criteria for identifying
canonical measures, dividing subjects based on the extent of the Lawgiver’s
intervention, utilizing verbal principles (usil lafziyya) such as the principle of
absolute meaning (asalat al-itlaq) and the principle of literal meaning (asalatal-
haqgiqa), observing the proportionality of question and answer, distinguishing
between real and nominal propositions, the authoritativeness of consensus
and personal cases, as well as utilizing the capacities of other sciences and the
epistemological capacities of Islamic schools of thought, he has delineated a
systematic mechanism for identifying the subjects of devotional jurisprudence.

Keywords: Subject Identification, Subjects of Devotional Jurisprudence,
Methodology of Subject Identification, Methodology of ‘Allama Hilli.
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