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Jurisprudential Subject-Matter Study of Nasab (Lineage)

Sayyid Hedayatullah Mirsalari '

Abstract

The term nasab (lineage) plays a foundational role in various chapters of
Islamic jurisprudence (figh), particularly in rulings concerning inheritance,
spousal maintenance (nafaqah), zakah, and others. Therefore, identifying the
essential components that constitute nasab as a core subject of Islamic legal
rulings is necessary in order to facilitate the derivation of relevant jurisprudential
rulings. This study examines the jurisprudential subject-matter of the concept of
nasab, focusing on its defining elements and how they apply to categories such as
maternal and paternal lineage as understood through common usage (‘urf) and
various disciplines including figh, law, and medicine. The indicators derived from
each of these fields are then compared. Using a library-based research method,
the study concludes that the pre-reflective (irtikazi) understanding of nasab in
common usage is rooted in the biological origin of a human being—that is, the
initial reproductive cells. Islamic law (shari‘ah) has not introduced a concept of
nasab that diverges from this ‘urf-based understanding, and legal codes have
similarly constructed kinship and lineage definitions upon this foundational
perception. Furthermore, in medical science—especially through DNA testing—
this biological origin is affirmed as the basis of lineage. Thus, across shari‘ah, ‘urf,
and modern science, the meaning of nasab is consistent and points to the same
cellular foundation of human origin. This common understanding (‘urf-based)—
that lineage is defined by the biological origin of the embryo—forms the basis
of numerous jurisprudential rulings. When applied to emerging cases such as
artificial insemination, this principle shows that both maternal and paternal nasab
are determined by the providers of the ovum and sperm, respectively.

Keywords: Subject-matter study of lineage, religious lineage, technical lineage,
‘urf-based lineage.
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