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Jurisprudential Subject-Matter Study of Artificial Insemination
Methods and Embryos Resulting from Combined Techniques

Mohammad-Hasan Qasemi !

Abstract

Artificial insemination is currently one of the most widely used methods in infertility
treatment, carried out through various techniques. Due to the novel nature of these
methods, it is necessary for jurists to thoroughly understand and analyze these emerging
issues in order to facilitate the derivation of relevant Islamic legal rulings. In this descriptive-
analytical and library-based study, artificial insemination methods are divided into two
categories: intrauterine and extrauterine. In each category, the most significant methods
are examined, including IVF (In Vitro Fertilization), GIFT (Gamete Intra-Fallopian Transfer),
ZIFT (Zygote Intra-Fallopian Transfer), and combined ovum-sperm techniques. This
study identifies new jurisprudential issues arising from each method and examines their
connection to Islamic legal rulings. Among these are cases that may influence rulings of
permissibility or prohibition—such as insemination and pregnancy without the husband’s
consent, the transfer of sperm and embryos, gender selection, legal implications for lineage
(nasab) including both maternal and paternal attribution, and the buying and selling of ova,
embryos, and sperm. The findings suggest that a precise understanding of these emerging
issues in infertility treatment can lead to the formulation of new Islamic legal rulings with
wide-ranging implications.

Keywords: Subject-matter study, artificial insemination, infertility treatment, combined
embryo, GIFT, ZIFT, lineage (nasab).
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