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Periodization of the Developmental Stages of Jurisprudential Sub-
ject-Matter Study in the History of Imami Jurisprudence

Sayyid Mohammad-Hasan Hakim?2

Abstract

This study examines the fundamental transformations in the scholarly
discipline of jurisprudential subject-matter study. The significance of
these transformations lies in their role in forming historical “periods” or
“phases” in the trajectory of Imami legal-intellectual thought. Previous
historical studies on this field have suffered from biases, methodological
shortcomings, and inconsistencies with actual historical developments. This
research aims, through a phenomenological approach grounded in historical
realities, to evaluate jurisprudential subject-matter study by situating it
within the broader movement of Imami figh and ustl (jurisprudence and
its principles), and the evolution of its knowledge stages. The stages of this
discipline are analyzed primarily based on transformations in the “issues” or
“subjects” of its discourse. Other factors—such as scholarly figures, schools
of thought, and geographical context—while not the central focus, are
examined as complementary elements in the study. The research outlines
five historical stages in the emergence and development of jurisprudential
subject-matter study, demonstrating its progression within the Imami
legal-intellectual tradition.

Keywords: Periodization, epistemic development, history of jurisprudence,
subject-matter study.
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