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Subject Analysis of Hadd al-Tarakhkhus!

Reza Mohaqqgeqian 2

Abstract

When embarking on a journey, the prayer (saldh) becomes shortened (gasr) under eight
conditions, the eighth of which is crossing the hadd al-tarakhkhus (boundary of exemption).
Similarly, fasting is also invalidated upon crossing this limit under certain conditions. The
hadd al-tarakhkhus is the location where the shortening of prayers becomes legally valid
for a traveler, meaning that four-unit prayers are reduced to two units. According to the
prevalent view among jurists, a traveler must leave the city or village and walk a certain
distance until they reach a specific boundary where they can no longer hear the call to prayer
(adhdn) and the city's walls are no longer visible. Some jurists believe that both inaudibility
of the adhan and invisibility of the city's walls hold intrinsic significance (mawdii‘iyya),
and thus, both conditions must be simultaneously met for the qasr prayer. The preferable
view, explicitly stated by a group of jurists, is that neither the inaudibility of the adhdn nor
the invisibility of the city walls holds intrinsic significance in determining the obligation
of shortened prayer. Rather, the criterion is that a traveler must be sufficiently distanced
from the city such that if an adhdn were to be called or a wall were present, they would
neither hear the adhan nor see the wall. Since in the past it was not feasible to determine this
distance with precise measurements in kilometers, the jurists mentioned the inaudibility
of the adhan and the invisibility of the city walls as indicators and reflective measures of
the required distance from one's homeland. According to this perspective, the sound of
the adhan itself is not inherently significant in establishing the obligation of qasr, as most
journeys and departures from the city do not coincide with the time of adhdn. The adhan was
cited as an example of any loud sound, as it was traditionally the most prominent auditory
marker. Thus, in customary language (‘urf), adhan is often used metaphorically to indicate
any elevated sound. Similarly, the invisibility of walls is not inherently significant, as some
locations may lack walls altogether. Based on the assessment of the Center for the Subject
Study of Jurisprudential Rulings, field research and calculations conducted by a group of
scholars estimate this distance to be approximately 1,350 meters.

Keywords: Traveler’s Prayer, Shortened Prayer, Hadd al-Tarakhkhus, Inaudibility of Adhan, City
Walls.
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