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A New Approach to the Prerequisites for the Utilization of Other Sciences
in Figh for the Jurisprudential Understanding of Subjects®

Hojjatollah Bayat?

Abstract

Since a significant portion of the subjects of Islamic jurisprudence are of a
customary (‘urfi) nature, the necessity, possibility, and occurrence of utilizing other
sciences in figh to understand these subjects are clear. However, the extent and manner
of benefiting from other sciences within the framework of Islamic jurisprudence shows
that there is no consensus or unified approach regarding how and to what extent figh
should incorporate knowledge from other disciplines. Moreover, the mechanisms of
such integration remain unclear. This article aims to identify the prerequisites for the
optimal utilization of other sciences in figh for the understanding of legal subjects. It
seeks to examine the current state of how figh utilizes other sciences to understand
customary subjects, and to identify the gaps that exist in this regard. They are referred
to as prerequisites that can make the utilization of other sciences in figh more effective,
organized, and rule-based. These prerequisites are as follows: determining the scope
of figh in human life, explaining the foundations for figh's utilization of other sciences,
clarifying the necessity of understanding legal subjects, elucidating the authority
of conjecture (zann) in understanding subjects, explaining the role of specialists'
customary knowledge in identifying subjects, establishing priorities and systematic
organization of subjects, determining the jurisprudential levels for understanding
subjects, identifying the social positions of jurists, establishing designated institutions
for recognizing subjects, determining the responsible parties for the stages of subject
study, and clarifying the mechanism for utilizing other sciences.

Keywords: Prerequisites, Utilization of Science in Figh, Subject Study.
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