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Jurisprudential Subject Study of Women’s Waiting Period (‘Idda) in
Modern Fertility Methods

Mohammad Ali Qasemi1

Abstract

In the sacred Islamic law, 9dda (waiting period) is defined as "the duration in
which a woman, after the dissolution of her marriage due to the death of her husband
or to ensure the absence of pregnancy, must wait and refrain from remarriage." The
expansion of medical knowledge and the diversity of modern fertility methods have
raised various questions regarding the jurisprudential identification of Gdda. Given
the wisdom behind its legislation, the key question is: under which categories of ‘idda
do the different artificial insemination methods used by women fall? This inquiry
aims to determine the waiting period required for women undergoing various types
of insemination and the applicable jurisprudential rulings. The findings of this study
indicate that 9dda applies under five classifications of madkhiil biha (a woman who
has had conjugal relations), waiting period due to the husband's death, waiting period
due to divorce, ‘idda of the expiration of a temporary marriage contract, and ‘idda
due to the revocation of a temporary marriage, or based on the category of “al-‘idda
min al-ma”” (waiting period due to seminal fluid), each having distinct subcategories.
Furthermore, artificial insemination can occur through intrauterine or extrauterine
methods. In cases where neither pregnancy nor conjugal relations have occurred and
a divorce takes place, the waiting period follows ‘idda due to divorce. If insemination
occurs without pregnancy and without conjugal relations, the ruling is based on
the category of “al-idda min al-ma’”. However, if insemination is accompanied by
conjugal relations but without pregnancy, only ‘idda of divorce applies. If the woman
conceives through artificial insemination and her husband passes away, the longer
of the two waiting periods—the duration of pregnancy or 9dda due to the husband's
death —must be observed.

Keywords: Jurisprudential Subject Study, Artificial Insemination, Medical
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