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Juristic Identification of Lahw and La‘ib with Emphasis on Their
Essential Characteristics®

Ja'far Hemmat Abadi 2

Abstract

The juristic identification of lahw and la‘ib (diversion and play) aims to
determine the boundaries between what is lawful and unlawful for each
of these two subjects based on their defining characteristics. This is an
important juristic issue. In this study, to achieve this important goal, three
characteristics—"lack of rational benefit and purpose,” "batar" (pleasure
and joy that arise from rebellion and disobedience), and "lightness of
mind"—have been conceptually examined in relation to lahw and la‘ib.
Ultimately, the conclusion drawn is that the characteristic of "uselessness
and lack of purpose" is inherently associated with lahw and la‘ib, whether
they are considered unlawful (haram) or disliked (makrih). Therefore,
the impact of this characteristic on the realization of unlawful lahw and
la‘ib is as much as a deficient cause. Its completion occurs when the lahw1
act, characterized by purposelessness and uselessness, is descriptively
connected with one of the two characteristics of batar or lightness of mind
(notin the literal or ethical sense, but in the sense of a state of loss of agency
leading to abnormal actions, which are in turn associated with the behavior
of the corrupt).

Keywords: Subject Study, Lahw (Diversion), La‘ib (Play), Uselessness,
Batar (Arrogant Indulgence), Lightness of Mind.

1. This paper is derived from the research project entitled “Juristic Identification of Lahw and La‘ib,”
which was written by the author at the Center for the Subject Study of Jurisprudential Rulings.
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